
Name __________________________ Section 15.2 Read p. 350to 353 

Due Thursday, December 23, 2010 

Answer on a separate page of paper.  
1. The following factors appeared to play a role in making Florence the center of the 

Renaissance, Place the below in the order that you think was most important to least 

important in making Italy and Florence the center of this new age which opened people’s 

minds to new ideas.   

EXPLAIN THE RATIONALE FOR “EACH” OF YOUR CHOICES! If you simply 

place them in order you will not get credit. 

a. Increase of Trade- Florence is strategically located in the center of Italy  

b. Banking- New Business such as textile and weaponry required lots of money and 

the banking community helped finance businesses, the new wealthy could then 

hire artists, writers and poets to do new work.  

c. Large Professional Armies- Kings from England, France, Spain and elsewhere 

needed to borrow money to finance their armies- taxes often weren’t enough, the 

new wealthy could then hire artists, writers and poets to do new work.  

d. Problems in the Church- Because of the Avignon Papacy and Great Schism the 

church’s role was diminished allowing citizens in Florence to discuss ideas that 

some might consider heretical such as reading books by Plato or Herodotus  

e. Lack of a Nation-State and “King”- Without an overall leader, each city-state 

could experiment with new ideas.  

f. The Crusades- The crusaders traveling to and through Italy brought with them 

Greco-Roman Ideas  

g. The Roman tradition- Roman and Greek ruins were all over the Italy- helped spur 

interest in the Greco-Roman tradition  

h. A lot of smart and talented people all in one place at one time.  

2. How did Art change during the Renaissance and who in the reading do you think had the 

greatest effect, and why?  

3. Who was Machiavelli and what did he advise?  

4. Read the passage on the bottom of page 353 change the word “Prince” to “President” and 

the word “court” to administration  

a. Why do people like to “suck up”  (flatter) the President?  

b. Why might this be bad?  

c. How can a President ensure that s/he gets good information and is not simply 

hearing what s/he wants to hear?  
 


